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—Mark Lawrence, bestselling author of Prince of Thorns and The 

Liar's Key 
 

 
 
Reality is sometimes stranger than fiction, so the saying goes—and that’s why real history is providing the 
inspiration for some of the biggest science fiction and fantasy titles to be published in recent memory, everything 
from The City of Brass by S.A. Chakraborty, to Amberlough by Lara Elena Donnelly. On February 19, 2019, acclaimed 
author T. Frohock will join their ranks with her historical fantasy, WHERE OBLIVION LIVES. Set in 1930’s Spain, this 
is a deeply personal novel for Frohock, inspired as much by the Spanish Civil War as her own personal journey as a 
deaf author.  
 
WHERE OBLIVION LIVES is the first full-length novel in the world of Los Nefilim, and a perfect entry point into a world 
where the descendants of angels are musically gifted—and use that as the basis of their magic. Frohock’s hero, a 
half angel, half daimon man named Diago Alvarez, is charged with locating The Key: a special chord that will unite 
angelic voices and help them stop the oncoming civil war. 
 

“Writing about sound as a deaf person is a tricky thing at times,” says Frohock. “When people ask me how 
I do it, I always tell them: what the ears no longer hear, the brain remembers. You see, I wasn’t born deaf. 
I began to lose my hearing in my early teens, and it has been a gradual loss over many years. Even before 
I became completely deaf, music always seemed magical to me. Music is passion made manifest in all of 
its myriad forms, and that’s what I want to capture—the emotion, how music makes us feel. I wish I could 
compose; I'd love to play an instrument; but I can't do either of those things. Instead, I pay tribute to music 
the only way I can--with words.” 

 
Frohock’s lyrical prose and deep love of Spanish history are the foundation on which her alternate history is built—
but the pulpy action is what propels it forwards. As she says, 
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“Part of what made the early twentieth century so exciting was the sheer amount of political upheaval 
going on in various countries. Mixed in with this early twentieth timeline are the old pulp novels of the 
1930s, which eventually morphed into radio serials. They were heavy on adventure and light reading, 
which made them all the more fun. My father turned me on to one of them, The Shadow. The Shadow was 
way cooler than Batman and more debonair than Bond. He found his true calling as a vigilante crime 
fighter and eventually assumed the identity of Lamont Cranston, portraying himself as a ‘wealthy young 
man about town.’ 
 
The hero of Los Nefilim is Diago Alvarez, and much like the Shadow, Diago has magical abilities. Diago and 
his husband, Miquel, are part of a secretive group known as Los Nefilim, who monitor daimonic activity on 
behalf of the angels.” 

 
 

Born of daimon and angel, Diago Alvarez is a being unlike all others. The embodiment of dark and light, he has 
witnessed the good and the horror of this world and those beyond. In the supernatural war between angels and 
daimons that will determine humankind’s future, Diago has chosen Los Nefilim, the sons and daughters of angels 
who possess the power to harness music and light. 
 
As the forces of evil gather, Diago must locate the Key, the special chord that will unite the nefilim’s voices, giving 
them the power to avert the coming civil war between the Republicans and Franco’s Nationalists. Finding the Key 
will save Spain from plunging into darkness. 
 
And for Diago, it will resurrect the anguish caused by a tragedy he experienced in a past life. 
 
But someone—or something—is determined to stop Diago in his quest and will use his history to destroy him and 
the nefilim. Hearing his stolen Stradivarius played through the night, Diago is tormented by nightmares about his 
past life. Each incarnation strengthens the ties shared by the nefilim, whether those bonds are of love or hate . . . 
or even betrayal. 
 
To retrieve the violin, Diago must journey into enemy territory . . . and face an old nemesis and a fallen angel bent 
on revenge. 
 

 
 

 

T. Frohock has turned a love of history and dark fantasy into tales of deliciously creepy 
fiction. A real-life cyborg, T. has a cochlear implant, meaning she can turn you on or off with 
the flick of a switch. Make of that what you will. She currently lives in North Carolina, where 
she has long been accused of telling stories, which is a southern colloquialism for lying. 


